
 
  

Newsletter 17th January 2020 
 

2020 a new decade 
 
Welcome back to term 3 and I wish you all 
a very happy 2020. 
 
A huge thank you for your support in 
attending our Christmas concerts and 
performances. We raised an amazing 
£536.60 for The Prospect Hospice in 
Wroughton, through ticket sales and your 
kind and generous donations. 
We also collected £150 on our last day of 
term when we wore our Christmas jumpers 
for ‘Save the Children’. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Value of the Month in January: Hope 
Out of hope grows the possibility of a better 
life. Believing you have the will and the way 
to accomplish your goals whatever they may 
be.  

 

 
 

 

Celebration Assembly on Fridays 
It is a tradition that during the assembly on Friday 
we celebrate children’s achievements outside of 
school as well as in school. For example, 
swimming 100 metres, player of the week for the 
rugby team, winning a writing competition or an 
achievement worth celebrating with the school. 
Children can bring in their certificates and 
trophies to show in the assembly. 
 



 
BAD WEATHER CLOSURE NOTIFICATION SYSTEM 

 
The weather conditions can be unpredictable and can result in some school closures. With 
this in mind, we would like to reiterate our procedures for closing the school in the event 
of bad weather or other circumstances outside of our control. 
Our aim is to give pupils, parents and staff as much notice as possible. Often the weather 
forecast is not always reliable and bad weather overnight may lead to a decision having 
to be made early in the morning to close the school. We will always keep the school open 
whilst it is safe to do so. However, in access difficulties, power cuts, heating failure or in 
the case of an overwhelming staff shortage, we may have to take the decision to close. 
If we do have to close the school, we will use the following means to alert the school 
community: 

 The school website (www.haydonwick.swindon.sch.uk) will carry a clear, dated 
message on the homepage stating that we are closed and providing the reasons 
that have necessitated a closure. 
 

 A closure message will be sent out via the school’s texting system (Schoop) as soon 
as is practicable after the decision is made. 
 

 A message will be sent via the school’s Twitter account. Follow @HaydonWickSch  
 

 Local radio stations will be informed and should broadcast details of school 
closures throughout the day. These include Heart Radio on 97.2 or 102.2 and BBC 
Radio Wiltshire on 103.6 or 104.3. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                           Birthday Non-Uniform Day 

           Birthdays are special, especially when you are 
young, and the children (if they choose to) to can 
have a non-uniform day on the Friday of their 
birthday week when we celebrate the birthdays 
of the week in assembly. If their birthday falls at 
the weekend or in the holidays, they can have 
their non-uniform day the Friday before the 
weekend/holiday. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Benefits of Reading 

 
1. Children who read often and widely get better at it. 
After all, practice makes perfect in almost everything humans do, and reading in no 
different. 
  
2. Reading exercises our brain. 
Reading is a much more complex task for the human brain rather than watching TV, for 
example. Reading strengthens brains connections and builds NEW connections. 
  
3. Reading improves concentration. 
Children have to sit still and quietly so that they can focus on the story when they are 
reading. If the read often, they will develop the skill to do this for longer. 
  
4. Reading teaches children about the world around them. 
Through reading a variety of books, children learn about people, places, and events 
outside of their own experience. 
  
5. Reading improves vocabulary and language skills. 
Children learn new words as they read. Subconsciously, they absorb information on how 
to structure sentences and how to use words and other language features effectively in 
their writing and speaking. 
  
6. Reading develops a child's imagination. 
As we read, our brains translate the descriptions we read of people, places and things 
into pictures. While we are engaged in a story, we are also imagining how a character is 
feeling. Young children then bring this knowledge into their everyday play. 
  
7. Reading helps children to develop empathy. 
As children develop, they begin to imagine how they would feel in that situation. 
  
8. Reading is a fun. 
A book or an e-reader doesn't take up much space and is light to carry, so you take it 
anywhere so you can never be bored if you have a book in your bag. 
  
9. Reading is a great way to spend time together. 
Reading together on the sofa, bedtime stories and visiting the library are just some ways 
of spending time together. 

  
10. Children who read achieve better in school. 
Reading promotes achievement in all subjects, not just English. Children who are good 
readers tend to achieve better across the curriculum. 

 
Squirrel class have reading teddy friends who need reading 
to every night. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.cameverlands.org.uk/10-benefits-of-reading/


 

 

Tuesday 4th February:  Viking Workshop (Otters & Badgers) 

Wednesday 5th February:  2:15pm coffee afternoon for parents of SEN children  

  Mrs Johnson (SENCO) and Mrs Palmer (Inclusion) 
 
Friday 7th February:  NSPCC Number day 
 
Tuesday 11th February:  Safer Internet day 
 
Thursday 13th February:  School PTA disco (see posters) 
 
Friday 14th February:   End of term 3 
 
Monday 24th February:  Term 4 starts 
 
Wednesday 26th February: Bikeability for Year 5 (Session 1) 
 
Thursday 27th February:  Dance festival, Wyvern Theatre (3.00-5.00pm) 
 
Wednesday 4th March:  Bikeability for Year 5 (Session 2) 
 
Thursday 5th March:  World Book Day 
 
Friday 6th March:   World Maths Day 
 
Tuesday 10th March:  Parents Evening  
 
Wednesday 11th March:  Parents Evening 
     Bikeability for Year 5 (Session 3) 
 
Wednesday 18th - 20th March: Year 3 PGL Residential 
Wednesday 18th March:   Junior Music Festival, Wyvern Theatre 
     Bikeability for Year 5 (Session 4) 
 
Thursday 19th March:  Science Festival 
 
Friday 20th March:   World Poetry Day 
 
Wednesday 25th March:  Bikeability for Year 5 (Session 5) 
 
Thursday 26th March:   Secret Garden Production  
 
Saturday 28th March:  Easter Egg Hunt 
 

 
 



 
Future PTA dates 

 
 Easter Disco                              Thursday 2nd April 

 Summer BBQ                             Friday 5th June 

 Summer Fete                            Saturday 27th June 

 Summer Disco                           Thursday 16th July 


