
 

 

Reading and Cultural Development at Home 

Dear Parents/ Guardians  

Firstly, we hope that you are all safe and well during this challenging time. 

Whilst staying at home will be tough at times, it does provide opportunities for past times that our 

usually hectic lives don’t always allow. Here are some ideas for the holidays. That you may like to look 

at. 

Here are some links to resources that you may find helpful and that your children may enjoy. 

 

 
 
 

Reading – e-books/ audio books 
 
There are several on-line resources available. Please note, you may need to register, in order to make 
use of some of the suggestions below. We also recommend using audio books, as they are an enjoyable 
way to spend time and they enable children to access stories and vocabulary that they may not yet be 
able to decode for themselves. This can strengthen comprehension skills and develop a greater love of 
literature. It would also be a good idea to use some of the resources below. 
 
It is worth noting that there are some excellent vocabulary features available on the Kindle, too. Take a 
look at the settings for the ‘Vocabulary Builder’ and ‘Word Wise’. These facilitate both the explanation 
of new vocabulary and provide the opportunity to generate flashcards to revise learnt words. We 
recommend the Kindle Paperwhite, if purchasing an electronic device is something you are considering. 
There is also an option to subscribe to Kindle Unlimited, which is good value.  
 
 
Oxford Owl - https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/ 
You will be able to access some books on your child’s current reading level. Please feel free to make use 
of books on other levels too. Re-reading books can boost your child’s confidence and there are some 
interesting online and printable activities that go alongside some of the e-books provided. 
 
Discovery - https://www.discoveryeducation.co.uk/ 
There is a wealth of ‘bookish’ resources on Discovery. Go into the correct Key Stage for your child/ 
children and then into English. From online books and videos of classic and modern literature, to an 
entire unit based on the Harry Potter collection, we highly recommend that you spend some time on 
here. You will have to sign up for a free trial. 
 
Borrow Box – https://www.borrowbox.com/ 
This is a fantastic resource run by the library service, offering both e-books and audio books as a free 
lending service.  

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://www.discoveryeducation.co.uk/
https://www.borrowbox.com/


 
Audible - https://stories.audible.com/start-liste 
They are offering free children’s audio books at this time. There are many talented and well-known 
actors bringing stories to life for your children.   
 
Collins - https://collins.co.uk/pages/big-cat-ebooks 
This is an excellent resource with free access to over 330 e-books from their primary reading 
programme, along with free printable worksheets and online activities to practise comprehension skills. 
  
Username: parents@harpercollins.co.uk  
Password: Parents20! 
 
Flyleaf Publishing - https://portal.flyleafpublishing.com 
Mainly for younger readers and those who are practising their phonic application, here is a large 
selection of e-books, organised into graphemes. It’s worth taking a look for older readers too, as there 
are some interesting non-fiction books that they may enjoy. 
 
Vooks - https://www.vooks.com/parent-resources 
This resource provides a library of animated story books, that younger children will particularly enjoy. 
They are currently offering a free trial month.   
 

Publications 
 
The Week Junior and Quizzler https://theweekjunior.co.uk/ 
The Week Junior is an informative and interesting publication. There is currently an offer for six free 
editions.  
 
The Happy Newspaper  
You can use this link to access a free activity pack that will be great fun to complete. 
https://bit.ly/3dn8ZpM 
 
 
The Phoenix Comic https://www.thephoenixcomic.co.uk/ 
This children’s comic is lots of fun and covers a wide range of fiction and non-fiction topics, as well as 
inspiring children to draw and write themselves.   
 
Brilliant Brains Magazine https://www.brilliantbrainz.com/ 
This monthly publication is very informative and supports learning in a wide range of subjects, including 
art, science, technology and music. 
 
Authors  
 
This link takes you to a comprehensive spreadsheet detailing many other children’s authors who are 
providing a wide range of online resources, including live story readings and master classes. 
 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1zF2XJbrApnDqq3EqEAnbvOE0lZeAVlaoBOIXVMwOcmM/html
view 

https://stories.audible.com/start-liste
https://collins.co.uk/pages/big-cat-ebooks
mailto:parents@harpercollins.co.uk
https://portal.flyleafpublishing.com/
https://www.vooks.com/parent-resources
https://theweekjunior.co.uk/
https://bit.ly/3dn8ZpM
https://www.thephoenixcomic.co.uk/
https://www.brilliantbrainz.com/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIo--_5pvC6AIVhoxRCh2HdgfoEAAYASAAEgKNr_D_BwE
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1zF2XJbrApnDqq3EqEAnbvOE0lZeAVlaoBOIXVMwOcmM/htmlview
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1zF2XJbrApnDqq3EqEAnbvOE0lZeAVlaoBOIXVMwOcmM/htmlview


 
Television and Culture 
 
Alongside the reading resources above, we would also like to draw your attention to the following on-
line opportunities for learning and literature. Do check each film or programme for age suitability. 
 
 
Television  
There are lots of film adaptations of books that you can access via your television. Here are some 
suggestions. And why not put the subtitles on? Then your child is reading too! 
 
Films 
 
Roald Dahl 
Fantastic Mr Fox 
Matilda   
James and the Giant Peach 
Esiotrot 
The BFG 
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang 
Danny the Champion of the World 
Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory (1971 version) 
  
Julia Donaldson 
Room on the Broom 
Gruffalo’s Child 
Stick Man  
 
 
David Walliams 
Gangsta Granny 
The Boy in the Dress 
Mr Stink 
Grandpa’s Great Escape  
Billionaire Boy 
The Midnight Gang 
 
The Series of Unfortunate Events (Lemony Snicket)  
The Golden Compass (based on Northern Lights by Phillip Pullman) 
Hook (based on Peter Pan by J.M. Barrie) 
White Fang (Jack London) 
The Harry Potter Series 
Holes (Louis Sachar) 
Stormbreaker (Antony Horowitz) 
The Sorcerer’s Apprentice (originally a poem by Johann Wolfgang von Goethe) 
Peter Rabbit (Beatrix Potter) 
Paddington (Michael Bond) 



Bed knobs and Broomsticks (based on book by Mary Norton called Bonfires and Broomsticks) 
Mary Poppins (PJ Travers) 
The Lion The Witch and the Wardrobe (C S Lewis) 
The Wizard of Oz (L Frank Baum) 
Charlotte’s Web (E B White) 
Because of Winn Dixie (Kate diCamillo) 
Black Beauty - (Anna Sewell) 
The Amazing Mr Blunden - (The Ghosts by Antonia Barber) 
The  Secret Garden (Frances Hodgson Burnett) 
Swallows and Amazons (Arthur Ransome) 
The Railway Children (Edith Nesbitt) 
 
Series 
 
The Worst Witch (Jill Muphy) 
Horrid Henry (Francesca Simon) 
Mallory Towers (Enid Blyton) 
The Mr Men Show (Roger Hargreaves) 
Anne of Green Gables (Lucy Maud Montgomery) 
 
Theatre 
There are so many wonderful opportunities to see world class pieces of theatre online. Equally there are 
some amazing online workshops too. Do check each production and workshop for age suitability: 
 

1) The Royal Opera House, The Bolshoi Ballet, and The RSC are streaming through Marquee TV, 
who are currently offering a free 30 day trial so do check that out: 
https://www.marquee.tv/freetrial?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIova_ys7E6AIVWfBRCh1CegYZEAAYASAA
EgLOHfD_BwE 

2) Cirque du Soleil are streaming lots of content during the Coronavirus pandemic and you can 
access it here: https://www.cirquedusoleil.com/cirqueconnect 

3) Sadlers Wells will be streaming incredible dance theatre from globally acclaimed companies and 
also running workshops: https://www.facebook.com/SadlersWells/ 

4) The National Theatre are also streaming some of their amazing productions: 
https://www.facebook.com/SadlersWells/ 

5) If you have ever been to Giffords Circus you will know Tweedy the Clown. If you haven’t 
experienced the joy of Giffords, I implore you go once this is all over. The shows are always 
amazing. He is doing a weekly show which is broadcast from The Barn Theatre in Cirencester. 
Here is the link: https://barntheatre.org.uk/tweedy-the-clown 

6) The producers of the West End production of The Wind in the Willows will stream the show 
online for free. Based on the classic children's story by Kenneth Grahame. 
https://www.whatsonstage.com/london-theatre/news/wind-in-the-willows-coronavirus-
stream-
free_51205.html?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=17march2020 

 
Museums and Zoos 
The following museums and zoos are offering virtual tours around their exhibits/ animals, as well as 
online activities. If you can’t find access to the virtual tours on the websites, please check Facebook, 
YouTube and Twitter accounts: 

https://www.marquee.tv/freetrial?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIova_ys7E6AIVWfBRCh1CegYZEAAYASAAEgLOHfD_BwE
https://www.marquee.tv/freetrial?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIova_ys7E6AIVWfBRCh1CegYZEAAYASAAEgLOHfD_BwE
https://www.cirquedusoleil.com/cirqueconnect
https://www.facebook.com/SadlersWells/
https://www.facebook.com/SadlersWells/
https://barntheatre.org.uk/tweedy-the-clown
https://www.whatsonstage.com/london-theatre/news/wind-in-the-willows-coronavirus-stream-free_51205.html?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=17march2020
https://www.whatsonstage.com/london-theatre/news/wind-in-the-willows-coronavirus-stream-free_51205.html?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=17march2020
https://www.whatsonstage.com/london-theatre/news/wind-in-the-willows-coronavirus-stream-free_51205.html?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=17march2020


Chester Zoo https://www.chesterzoo.org/ 
 
Edinburgh Zoo https://www.edinburghzoo.org.uk/ 
 
Paradise Wildlife Park  https://www.pwpark.com/ 
 
The Science Museum https://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/home 
 
The Natural History Museum https://www.nhm.ac.uk/ 
 
The Victoria & Albert Museum https://www.vam.ac.uk/ 
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